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Students become journalists for the day 
 

uesday March 16th saw Year 10 students from St John’s School and KRS step out 
from their normal timetable and take on the task of producing their own 

newspapers in one day.  This is the fifth year this event has been held at St John’s, 
with KRS taking part for the first time. 
 
The event was part of the Enterprise Curriculum and as well as providing an insight 
into newspaper production, it also aimed to develop skills relevant to the world of 
work, such as teamwork, interpersonal relationships and attention to detail.  Sixth 
formers supported the event by greeting visitors and taking part in a simulated crisis 
situation. 
 
The Year 10 students worked independently in four teams with individuals taking on 
the roles of editor, sub-editor, graphics, advertising, journalists.  Some took on the role 
of Photographer and worked individually, providing 
images for all groups to use. 
 
CBF, Major General James Gordon, opened the day 
by talking to the whole year group about his 
experiences in military service and issues around life 
on the Sovereign Base Areas.  He also responded 
candidly to questions from the students.  Other 
visitors included the Commander of Episkopi 
Garrison, Lt. Col. Bob Pickford; the Motor Cycle club 
showing off their considerable talents and Roddy, 
proprietor of  ‘Little Plates’ restaurant giving a cookery 

demonstration.  A 
surprise staged fire event 
added drama to the day and was effectively supported by 
the fire service,  paramedics and  police.  
 
Following a hectic morning, each group met their 
deadline, although some only just, and presented their 
newspaper for judging.  Stuart Bardsley, head of Media 
Ops, and Kristian Gray, editor of Lifestyle Magazine, gave 
their time to judge the final products.  They considered 
three criteria when making their judgements: content, 
design and use of photographs.  Following considerable 
deliberation, while students waited in suspense, they 
arrived at their decision.   
 

The winning group who produced the ‘St John’s Weekly’, included all of the big stories 
of the day, used photographs effectively and made the biggest impact on the judges.  
All the newspapers produced were of a very good standard and the ‘SJS Express’, ‘St 
John’s Star’ and ‘The Chronicle’ were awarded second equal position.  The 
photographers were judged on who had most of their pictures included in the 
newspapers, and the winner had fifteen of his pictures chosen.   
 

T



All students received a certificate of participation and those in the winning group were 
also awarded a � 10 Amazon voucher and invited to write an article on the theme of 
‘Summer’ for the May edition of the Lifestyle magazine. 

 
Staff from St John’s and KRS schools wish to thank everyone from the local 
community who came along and contributed to the success of the day. 
 

Winning Group :  
 

Tom Garner, Editor;  
Jodie Hammond, sub-editor;  

David Wilson, ICT;  
Tony Isted & Jake Letterboe, graphics;  

Beth Spokes, Advertising;  
Andrew Hallissey, Connor Dodds, Jamie Tawn, Laura Douglas,  

Sam Grattan & Chelsey McDermott, Journalists. 
 

Winning Photographer:  
Josh Dalzell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


